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Annotation 

This article devoted to the teaching of the language, methods of teaching. Language 

teaching is a very difficult activity so while you are searching the ways of conducting 

lessons you should be very attentive and careful,this article will help you in this 

process. A literature circle is an activity in which members meet and discuss and 

respond to a book that they are all reading.                                     
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There are many instructional approaches for helping English language learners 

improve both reading comprehension and overall language proficiency. One such 

approach, the literature circle-which is somewhat like a student book club in the 

classroom-has drawn a great deal of attention in recent years. Many teachers 

champion the strategy and use it consistently in their classrooms. 

According to the Standards for the English focused on the chosen book. Examples of 

Language Arts published by the International Reading Association and National 

Council of Teachers of English (1996, 32), the instructional practices realized by 

literature circles embody quality educational standards and are used by teachers "who 

are bringing out the best in their students day by day."To shed light on the many ways 

that literature circles improve English skills, this article defines the term, provides a 

brief theoretical foundation for the use of literature circles, describes their benefits, 

and then presents a four-lesson unit that applies the approach to the teaching of a 

literary text. 

 

WHAT IS A LITERATURE CIRCLE? 

A literature circle is an activity in which members meet to discuss and respond to a 

book that they are all reading . As Cameron et al. (2012) explain, literature circles are 

led mostly by students, while the teacher remains in the background and performs 

only basic control functions. Roles are usually assigned to members of the literature 

circle to allow the group to function productively and to help members remainfive 

individual roles are Discussion Director, Literary Luminary, Illustrator, Summarizer, 

and Vocabulary Enricher (Daniels and Steineke 2004). The Discussion Director's 
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task, for example, could be to develop at least five questions about the text and then 

share these questions with the group. The Literary Luminary pinpoints important 

parts of the text for the group in order to stimulate thinking and elicit some interesting 

facts about the text. The Illustrator's job might be to draw pictures related to the 

reading and share the drawings with the group; the group members then speculate on 

the meaning of the pictures and connect them to their own ideas about the text. The 

Summarizer's role is to recall what happened in the reading and prepare a summary 

for the group, and the Vocabulary Enricher helps the group find and discuss new or 

difficult words (Daniels and Steineke 2004). These roles can rotate with each 

discussion so that every student has the opportunity to perform each role. Overall, the 

purpose of the literature circle is to support student language improvement, 

particularly through reading comprehension and vocabulary learning. 

Benefits of literature circles.Recent evidence demonstrates that literature circles 

positively impact student learning  processes and language development.Much of this 

impact is directed towards several important areas for language learning,including 

the following. 

Improved comprehention skills:Most important of all the benefits,literature circles 

help students develop comprehension skills that are essential when reading a 

text.Literature circles support strategies such a visualizing, connecting 

questioning,inferring,and analyzing that are vital to solid omprehention and lively 

conversation. 

Since the assigned roles in literature circles require students to draw the events create 

questions and summarize the text ,learners are called upon to use a variety of 

strengths and skills to prepare for the discussion.As students perform their roles,they 

draw information from the text ,  pay attention to details to support their 

ideas,highlight main ideas,and respond critically   to what they have read by making 

judgments about the characters intentions and actions,and about how and why things 

happened in the story. 

Enhanced responsibility and motivation: Another benefit of literature circles is 

helping students feel a sense of ownership and responsibility. Student choice and 

social interaction easily integrate into literature circles, which support student 

motivation and can have a very powerful effect on achievement.Researchers have also 

found that when students work in collaborative groups they encourage each others 

efforts and that this leads to increased motivation and effort. 

Expanded collaborative discussion: Reading specialists highlight discussion, student 

response, and collaboration all aspects of literature circle as important for providing 

a way for students to engage in critical thinking and reflection. When students learn a 
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second language, collaborative discussions with peer often play a vital role in 

reinforcing comprehension skills because the active involvement that takes place 

entails speaking  
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