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Abstract 

Tolerance means acceptance and correct understanding of other cultures, ways of self-

expression and manifestation of human individuality. Tolerance does not mean 

concession, leniency or indulgence. Showing tolerance also does not mean tolerating 

social injustice, abandoning one’s beliefs or yielding to the beliefs of others, or 

imposing one’s beliefs on other people. Everyone knows that tolerance is an active 

moral position and psychological readiness for tolerance in the name of positive 

interaction between ethnic groups, social groups, in the name of positive interaction 

with people of another culture, nationality, religious or social environment. Tolerance 

is necessary in relation to the characteristics of different peoples, nations and 

religions, and most importantly, in my opinion, tolerance is necessary in the 

upbringing of the younger generation, tolerance is needed in the family. 

Tolerance is needed because numerous, mostly unnoticed by elders, habitually 

thoughtless stereotypes of their relationships with younger ones, lead not only to the 

distortion of the characters and life destinies of the younger ones, but also to 

burdening, through a chain of causes and consequences, the entire moral and 

psychological atmosphere of society. 

In relationships between children and adults, we observe two types of tolerance, which 

are directly opposite to each other. In relation to younger people, this is natural 

tolerance. It implies curiosity and trustfulness, which are inherent and initially 

inherent in a small child. The presence of natural tolerance allows the baby to accept 

his parents in any form, including extremely cruel treatment of them. In the latter 

case, on the one hand, it creates psychological security and allows one to maintain 

positive relationships with the family, but on the other hand, it inevitably neuroticizes 

the emerging personality, reducing the ability to accept oneself, one’s experience, 

feelings and experiences. 

Another type of tolerance is, to one degree or another, inherent in most adults and 

manifests itself in the desire to restrain one’s emotions using psychological defense 

mechanisms. There is a certain convention here, because a person does not show the 

intolerance that he has, but remains inside. A situational model of the essence of such 

a relationship is options like “circumstances are such that I have to put up with you, 
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but...” such a scheme, unfortunately, is the basis of modern realities of mass culture 

and family education. And the generational conflict also stems from the quasi-

tolerance shown by its participants towards each other’s value systems. 

Talking about children. 

Regardless of where they go - in the teachers' room or on benches at the entrances, in 

queues or at parent-teacher meetings - an obsessive dominant note of lamentation is 

heard. 

When faced with a difficult child, we immediately react - habitually, with almost 

thoughtless cliches (our own or others'). No matter what menacing and frightening 

tone we give to our reactions, even their very repetition convinces the younger one of 

our complete powerlessness: “How are you behaving?!”, “Are you thinking with your 

own head?!”, “No, look at him!!” " 

All these words are absolutely useless. And their repetition in difficult situations only 

becomes harmful: the elder loses face and is deprived of respect from the younger. 

Junior - at any age! – has the right to “judge”, i.e. have and express your attitude 

towards the elder, have and express your judgment about him, your understanding of 

his actions, deeds, personality. Anyone, regardless of age, can have their own attitude 

and judgment about anything and anyone! Because a person without this is not a 

“thinking person.” He ceases to be one, losing his relationship to his surroundings, 

losing the ability to judge him. A child cannot become a “thinking person” without 

developing and comprehending his relationships and judgments. One of the tasks of 

the elder is to evoke in the younger the proper moral attitude and develop the ability 

for independent judgment. This means that the junior’s attitudes and judgments need 

to be freely expressed. Otherwise, how can we find out in a timely manner what we 

have sown, what and how to change and correct? 

To prohibit, persecute, or “eradicate” the freedom of this expression means making a 

monstrous, absurd mistake. And we consider disagreement with us insolence, we see 

a criminal rebellion in attempts to defend ourselves against our injustice! One of the 

consequences of this gross mistake is the alienation of our younger ones from us, 

hostility, sometimes turning into outright hostility. 

The elder not only influences, educates, evaluates the younger. He himself serves as 

the object of his assessments, judgments and influences. In this pair, the process of 

influence cannot be one-sided, this has been proven many times. It’s time for us to get 

used to the idea: we should not punish the younger person for his free expression of a 

negative attitude towards us, but try to understand what caused it. 

"Ingratitude"? Why should they thank us? That we brought them into the world? What 

do we feed, give clothing and shelter? Sorry, but animals - at their level - do the same 
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and do not require gratitude! We take too much credit for ourselves, but we ourselves 

do not give our children what the human level requires of us. Instead, we reproach 

them for causing us trouble! Taking advantage of our impunity, we insult them for 

being younger, allowing towards them what no adult would tolerate. We are the filter 

through which they perceive the world around us, we are those closest to it, they feel 

us especially keenly! We also want them to always be just our property, a convenient 

living property, easily subjugated and adoring us. Our attachment to them oppresses 

them. Our ambitions require, if not worship of us, then constant confirmation of the 

inviolability of our authority. And we are trying to achieve this by force and cannot 

achieve it in any way. Because suppression, humiliation and insult contain nothing 

creative! 

In this regard, it is important to comprehend the influence of true moral tolerance in 

relations with the younger generation. After all, it includes respect for values and 

meanings that are significant to another. Today we often hear from television screens 

and from leading politicians the “new” and until recently unfamiliar to us word 

“tolerance.” Maybe this is the influence of fashion, but I sincerely wish that a tolerant 

attitude towards others becomes as natural a need of a modern person as 

communication. And therefore I believe that parents should be among the first to 

develop a tolerant attitude towards others. Modern children are included in adult life 

quite early and master various social roles. And their global life orientation depends 

on how they relate to the world as a whole, to themselves and to others in this world.  
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