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Abstract

Football agents play a crucial role in representing players and facilitating transfers,
sponsorships, and contract negotiations. The legal status of football agents is
primarily governed by FIFA’s global regulations, with additional oversight from
national football associations, such as the Uzbekistan Football Association (UFA). To
operate legally, agents must obtain a license by passing an exam that tests their
knowledge of football regulations, contract law, and ethical standards. Agents are also
required to adhere to fee caps, avoid conflicts of interest, and maintain transparency
in their dealings. In Uzbekistan, the UFA enforces these standards, ensuring agents
comply with both domestic and international football laws.
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Introduction

In recent years, Uzbekistan's football landscape has undergone significant
transformation, both on and off the pitch. With the rise of professional football in the
country and increased international interest in Uzbek players, the role of football
agents has become increasingly prominent. However, the regulatory framework
governing football agents in Uzbekistan is still developing, especially in the context of
aligning with global standards set by FIFA. This article explores the legal status of
football agents in Uzbekistan, the regulations they must follow, and the current
challenges in the system [1].
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1. The Role of Football Agents in Uzbekistan

As the football industry in Uzbekistan expands, football agents play a critical role in
facilitating the careers of professional players. Their duties include negotiating
contracts with clubs, arranging transfers both domestically and internationally,
securing endorsement deals, and providing guidance on financial and career matters.
In a growing market like Uzbekistan, where players are increasingly being scouted by
clubs from Europe, the Middle East, and Asia, agents often serve as the primary link
between the player and opportunities abroad.

However, as in many developing football markets, the industry is not without its
challenges. The lack of a robust, fully matured legal framework for football agents has
led to instances of unregulated practices, which in turn has prompted the Uzbekistan
Football Association (UFA) to take steps toward improving the regulation of agents.

2. Regulation by the Uzbekistan Football Association (UFA)

The Uzbekistan Football Association (UFA), the governing body for football in the
country, plays a key role in overseeing football-related activities, including the
regulation of agents. The UFA's rules for agents are generally aligned with FIFA's
global regulations, although the enforcement and structure of these rules are still
evolving [2].

Key Features of UFA Regulations:

Licensing Requirements: Agents representing players or clubs in Uzbekistan are
required to be licensed by the UFA. Licensing ensures that agents meet basic
qualifications and understand the local football landscape, as well as international
football regulations.

Compliance with FIFA Regulations: Uzbekistan, as a member of FIFA, adheres to the
global football body's regulations on player representation. This includes compliance
with the FIFA Football Agent Regulations (FFAR), which mandate that agents must
pass a licensing exam and uphold ethical standards.

Transparency and Contracts: The UFA requires that agents disclose their
commissions and provide transparency in all contractual dealings with players and
clubs. This is aimed at preventing disputes and ensuring that both players and clubs
are aware of the financial terms agreed upon.

Prohibition on Conflicts of Interest: UFA regulations prohibit agents from
representing both a player and a club in the same transfer negotiation, a rule meant
to prevent conflicts of interest and protect the integrity of the process [3].
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3. FIFA’s Role in Regulating Football Agents in Uzbekistan

As Uzbekistan is a FIFA member, FIFA’s regulations play a significant role in shaping
the legal framework for football agents in the country. In October 2023, FIFA
introduced new Football Agent Regulations (FFAR), which all member associations,
including Uzbekistan, are required to implement.

Key Features of FIFA's FFAR

Agent Licensing: FIFA’s regulations reintroduced a licensing system for football
agents, requiring them to pass an exam and pay fees to obtain a valid FIFA agent
license. The UFA is responsible for administering this licensing process in Uzbekistan.
Fee Caps: FIFA's new regulations impose caps on agent fees, which also apply to
agents operating in Uzbekistan. For example, agents can charge no more than 3% of a
player’s annual salary if they represent the player, and up to 6% if they represent both
the player and the club in a transaction.

Standard Contracts: FIFA’s regulations encourage the use of standard contracts
between players and agents to ensure that both parties understand their rights and
obligations. These contracts are enforceable under FIFA’s dispute resolution system

[4].

4. Challenges in the Uzbek Market

Despite the regulatory framework provided by FIFA and the UFA, Uzbekistan’s
football industry still faces several challenges in regulating agents effectively. These
challenges stem from both the local football culture and the broader legal
environment.

Key Challenges:

Enforcement of Regulations: One of the biggest issues is the effective enforcement of
regulations. While agents are required to be licensed, there have been reports of
unlicensed agents operating within the country, particularly in grassroots football and
smaller clubs. This presents a risk of exploitation for young and less-experienced
players who may not be aware of their rights.

Lack of Transparency: Although the UFA mandates transparency in contractual
dealings, there are concerns about the extent to which this is practiced in reality. In
some cases, agents may not fully disclose their fees or commissions, which can lead to
disputes between players, agents, and clubs.

Education and Awareness: Many young footballers and their families in Uzbekistan
are not fully aware of the role of agents or the legal protections they are entitled to.
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This lack of awareness makes it easier for unscrupulous agents to exploit players,
particularly when dealing with international transfers [5].

5. Legal Responsibilities of Agents in Uzbekistan

Football agents in Uzbekistan, like their counterparts globally, have legal
responsibilities to their clients. These responsibilities include:

Acting in the Best Interest of the Player: Agents are legally and ethically required to
act in the best interests of the player they represent. This means securing the best
possible contractual terms and avoiding any conflicts of interest that could
compromise their client’s position.

Disclosing Conflicts of Interest: Agents must disclose any potential conflicts of
interest, particularly if they have relationships with the club involved in a player’s
transfer.

Upholding Contractual Obligations: Agents must adhere to the terms of their
contracts with players and clubs. Failure to do so can result in disputes that may be
resolved through UFA’s dispute resolution mechanisms or escalated to FIFA [6].

6. Dispute Resolution

Disputes involving agents in Uzbekistan are typically handled through the UFA or
FIFA’s dispute resolution bodies. The UFA has mechanisms in place to mediate
disputes between players, agents, and clubs, particularly in cases involving contractual
breaches or conflicts over fees.

For international disputes, or cases involving cross-border transfers, FIFA’s dispute
resolution chambers may become involved. FIFA’s system is designed to handle
disputes swiftly and fairly, with the possibility of penalties, fines, or bans for agents
who are found to have violated regulations.

Conclusion

The legal status of football agents in Uzbekistan is governed by both the Uzbekistan
Football Association and FIFA’s global regulations. While there are clear guidelines in
place, the market still faces challenges in enforcing these regulations and protecting
players from exploitation. With the growing prominence of Uzbek football on the
international stage, the role of agents will become increasingly important, making the
continued development of the regulatory framework essential for ensuring
transparency, fairness, and the protection of players’ rights [7].
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As the country’s football infrastructure grows, ongoing efforts to improve the licensing
process, raise awareness among players, and enforce regulations will be crucial in
shaping the future of football agents in Uzbekistan.

Requirements for Football Agents in Uzbekistan

As Uzbekistan’s football industry continues to develop, the role of football agents is
becoming increasingly significant. Football agents serve as intermediaries in contract
negotiations, player transfers, and endorsement deals, connecting local talent with
domestic and international clubs. However, to operate as a football agent in
Uzbekistan, one must comply with a set of legal and regulatory requirements governed
by the Uzbekistan Football Association (UFA) and FIFA. This article outlines the key
requirements for becoming a licensed football agent in Uzbekistan and explores the
responsibilities agents must uphold to operate legally and ethically.

1. FIFA’s Global Football Agent Regulations (FFAR)

Uzbekistan, as a member of FIFA, follows the global standards set by the FIFA
Football Agent Regulations (FFAR), which were updated in October 2023. These
regulations are designed to ensure that all football agents, regardless of where they
operate, are licensed, competent, and compliant with ethical and legal standards.

Key Requirements Under FIFA’s Regulations:

Licensing: All football agents must be licensed by FIFA. To obtain a license, agents
must pass a written exam that tests their knowledge of FIFA regulations, football
contracts, transfer rules, and ethical guidelines. The UFA oversees the local
administration of this exam for agents in Uzbekistan.

Fee Caps: FIFA’s regulations impose caps on agent fees to protect players and clubs
from excessive charges. Agents can charge up to 3% of the player’s annual salary if
they represent the player, or up to 6% if they represent both the player and the club in
the same transaction. This fee structure applies to agents operating in Uzbekistan as
well.

Ethical Standards: Agents must adhere to strict ethical standards. FIFA mandates that
agents avoid conflicts of interest, maintain transparency, and always act in the best
interest of their clients, whether they are players or clubs [8].

2, Uzbekistan Football Association (UFA) Requirements
In addition to FIFA’s regulations, aspiring football agents in Uzbekistan must comply
with the rules established by the Uzbekistan Football Association (UFA). The UFA
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governs football in Uzbekistan and ensures that all agents operate within both local
and international standards.

Key Requirements of the UFA:

Local Licensing: All agents who wish to operate in Uzbekistan must obtain a local
license from the UFA, even if they are already licensed by FIFA. This helps the UFA
maintain oversight over the activities of agents operating within the country.
Background Checks: As part of the licensing process, agents may be subject to
background checks to ensure that they have no criminal history or previous ethical
violations that would disqualify them from representing players or clubs.

Local Knowledge: Agents in Uzbekistan must be familiar with national labor laws, tax
regulations, and football-specific laws that govern employment contracts and
transfers within the country. This ensures they can operate competently in the local
market [5].

3. Educational and Professional Requirements

While there are no formal educational requirements to become a football agent in
Uzbekistan, having a solid background in areas such as law, sports management, or
business administration is highly recommended. Understanding contract law,
negotiation tactics, and financial management is essential for navigating the
complexities of player contracts and transfer negotiations.

Recommended Educational Background:

Law Degree: Agents with a background in law are better equipped to handle contract
negotiations, player rights, and legal disputes. Knowledge of contract law is crucial in
drafting, interpreting, and enforcing agreements between players and clubs.

Sports Management: A degree or certification in sports management provides agents
with insights into the business side of football, including player development,
marketing, and sponsorships. This knowledge is useful for managing a player’s career
beyond just contract negotiations.

Business Administration: Agents who handle players’ finances and endorsement deals
benefit from a background in business administration. Understanding financial
management, taxation, and investment strategies is essential for helping players make
sound financial decisions [6].
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4. Agent Licensing Exam

To become a licensed football agent in Uzbekistan, candidates must pass a licensing
exam administered by the UFA, in accordance with FIFA’s standards. The exam tests
the candidate’s knowledge of several key areas:

FIFA and UFA Regulations: The exam focuses heavily on the rules governing player
transfers, agent fees, and player representation, as outlined by both FIFA and the
UFA. Agents must understand the regulations related to both domestic and
international transfers.

Contract Law: Candidates are tested on their knowledge of legal contracts, including
how to negotiate, draft, and enforce agreements between players and clubs.

Dispute Resolution: The exam also covers the dispute resolution mechanisms
available under FIFA and the UFA. Agents must understand how to handle conflicts
between players, clubs, and other agents.

Ethical Responsibilities: Agents must demonstrate a clear understanding of their
ethical obligations, including transparency in negotiations, disclosure of fees, and the
avoidance of conflicts of interest [2].

5. Ethical and Legal Responsibilities

Football agents in Uzbekistan are required to act in the best interest of their clients,
whether they represent players or clubs. This involves adhering to strict ethical and
legal standards. Failure to comply with these standards can result in penalties,
suspension, or revocation of the agent’s license.

Key Responsibilities:

Acting in the Client’s Best Interest: Agents must always prioritize their clients'
interests when negotiating contracts or transfer deals. This includes securing
favorable terms and ensuring that players’ rights are protected.

Transparency in Fees: Agents must fully disclose their commission fees to both the
player and the club. FIFA and the UFA require agents to be transparent about their
financial dealings, and failure to do so can lead to legal disputes.

Avoiding Conflicts of Interest: Agents are prohibited from representing both the
player and the club in the same transaction unless full disclosure is made and all
parties agree. This rule prevents conflicts of interest that could compromise the
agent’s ability to negotiate in good faith.

Website:

WwWw

w2/ https://wos.academiascience.org




WEB OF SCIENTIST: INTERNATIONAL

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH JOURNAL
ISSN: 2776-0979, Volume 5, Issue 10, October - 2024

6. Dispute Resolution

Disputes between agents, players, and clubs are typically handled by the UFA or
through FIFA’s dispute resolution mechanisms. If an agent fails to uphold their
responsibilities or violates ethical guidelines, the UFA may investigate and impose
sanctions. For international disputes, FIFA’s Dispute Resolution Chamber (DRC) is
available to mediate and resolve conflicts.

In more severe cases, disputes may be escalated to legal courts, particularly when
there are accusations of fraud, breach of contract, or unethical conduct. Both the UFA
and FIFA have systems in place to ensure that disputes are handled fairly and
efficiently [1].

Conclusion

Becoming a football agent in Uzbekistan requires compliance with both FIFA’s global
standards and the Uzbekistan Football Association’s local regulations. Aspiring agents
must obtain a license, pass a written exam, and demonstrate knowledge of contract
law, player rights, and football regulations. Additionally, agents must adhere to strict
ethical guidelines to ensure they act in the best interest of their clients and maintain
transparency in their dealings. As Uzbekistan’s football industry grows and more
players attract international attention, the demand for qualified, licensed football
agents will continue to rise. By meeting these requirements, agents can ensure they
operate legally and ethically in an increasingly competitive and regulated market.
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