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Introduction 

Tourism and Travel are relatively new industries that have developed in our country 

for the last 18 years, after Uzbekistan gained independence from former Soviet Union 

and became a sovereign nation. For more than 70 years the country was closed for the 

world with “an iron curtain”. Quite interferer standard of tourist sector for all those 

years made the nation weaker. Staying away doesn’t do the country any good while 

going into the country makes a difference. By depriving the area of tourism it’s the 

locals who suffered greatly. It’s undeniable that tourism brings substantial economic 

gain to developing countries in fluxing foreign currency and providing jobs. 

Tourism is the world’s second largest industry, employing more people than the oil 

industry and the world’s most popular economic activity. Billions of the world’s travel 

dollars go to the tourist’s sector from industrialized nations which provide the most 

percentage of tourists. Obviously, Uzbekistan has got long-term benefits for creating 

and developing tourism: historical heritage, indigenous culture, specific traditions 

and customs, unusual from Europe wildlife and nature. Creating and developing 

tourism in the area it’s essential that we offer options for alternatives to the usual 

tourist’s hotspots and focus on active outdoor activities and wilderness experiences – 

trekking and backpacking, mountaineering and climbing horseback hunting and 

camelback journeys across the deserts. Uzbekistan’s deserts and mountains offer a 

challenge for the adventurous traveler who seeks unique scenery and wildlife – many 

species of reptiles, lizards. 

Uzbekistan is becoming one of the interesting tourist destinations. According to many 

tourist agencies the number of tourists willing to visit Central Asia and other eastern 

countries has significantly increased in recent years. Central Asian states linked with 

the so-called Great Tourist Road including at least 20 countries between Japan up to 
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Europe. The Republic of Uzbekistan is an important link on this Road as it was once 

one of the main points of the ancient Silk Road. 

Many centuries ago, the civilization that existed here gave life to many famous 

scientists, philosophers, poets and doctors, many of whose output is still used by many 

intellectuals around the world. As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of this newly  

independent country with its renovated monuments of history, culture and 

architecture, a high level of interest is made available to the international tourist 

market. 

One can travel to Uzbekistan using many different airlines but we recommend you use 

Uzbekistan Airways, where you can feel the spirit of the East once you board the 

airplane. Equipped by modern long-distance liners produced by well-known aircraft 

production companies such as Boeing and Airbus Industry, Uzbekistan Airways 

provides passengers with the world class service on international flights from Europe, 

North America, Asia, and Middle East. Domestic flights to the tourist centers of 

Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva are provided on board of the middle-distance British-

French RJ-85. In anticipation to meet with past centuries, tourists need just a short 

time to pass through the procedures of the modern airports, the gateway to the 

country of turquoise domes. 

Samarkand is one of the oldest cities in the world, established during the middle of 

the first century BC under the name Marakanda, later it was Afrosiab. The city was 

conquered by the troops of Alexander the Great, the Arab Caliphate and Genghis 

Khan. It was the capital of the powerful state of Sogd, the center of Amir Temur's great 

empire. Temur was the one who cared about the beauty of the city and its strength as 

a major capital city in the region. The numerous monuments of Samarkand and its 

suburbs impress tourists with their beauty and splendor. The refined architectural 

shapes, intricate ornamentation, mosaics, blue-tile domes and facades are interesting 

for all who visit these beautiful buildings. Blue is important in decorating buildings, it 

blends in with the blue sky. 

The majestic Registan square consists of three rnadrassas namely the Ulugbek, Sher-

Dor and TiIIyakari Madrassas. Other places of interest are the Shakhi-Zinda 

necropolis - most remarkable monument in Samarkand and the Gur-Emir 

mausoleum-the grave of Temur, his sons and grandsons, The history of the city boasts 

the names of outstanding writers, scientists and artists from the East including 

astronomers Kazyzade and Rumi and poets Djami and Navoi. 

Our excursion continues to noble BUKHARA, as it was known n the Muslim East since 

ancient times. More than 140 architectural monuments can be found here, and of the 

major blue-domed minarets one would have to start with the Kalyan Minaret 
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constructed in 1127. This unique construction rises into the sky for 47 meters. The 

most striking feature of the minaret is its intricate ornamentation. The world-famous 

architectural ensemble Lyabi-Hauz, which includes the Kukeldash madrassa, the 

Khanaka and the Nadira Divan-begi Madrassa is listed in the world catalogue of 

significant historical buildings. The most unique one, however, is the mausoleum of 

the Samanids for their ruler lsmail, his father and his grandchild. Baked bricks were 

used to create a lattice design. The trading domes are equally important as monument, 

still operating in Bukhara today. Of course, every tourist is recommended to visit the 

beautiful palace of the last Emir of Bukhara.  

 
 

Khiva, the city museum in the open sky, is unique in its beauty known as 'The Pearl of 

the Khorezm Oases". Important spiritual and cultural values came from the large 

scientific centers of astronomy, mathematics and medicine that operated in this area 

centuries ago. A valuable heritage of knowledge was left here by internationally 

famous scholars such as Beruni, Agakhi and Nadjmiddin. One can stroll through the 

narrow streets of Khiva, peeking into the small courtyards through the wooden carved 

doors. The life inside the gardens assures the visitor that it is not just a museum, but 

also a living city. 

The leader of a tourist group from Japan, Yokheo Saban, after a visit to this country 

said with delight: "In Japan we have read much about the Great Silk Road and its 

major cities - Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva. I was shocked to actually see these 

ancient cities, monuments, and the blue sky - it is so remarkable. 

Many tourists, some of who have only once visited Uzbekistan are of the same opinion. 

We can sing the praises of these unique cities infinitely.  
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Even though many books and brochures have been written about these cities, it is still 

better to visit this unique land with Uzbekistan Airways and see everything with your 

own eyes. 
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